[Anticoagulation in patients with cardiac valve prostheses].
Patients with heart valve prostheses carry a higher risk of thromboembolic events compared to the normal population. In many cases anticoagulation is required after heart valve replacement. Thromboembolic risk is related to valve prosthesis design, patient own characteristics and adequacy of anticoagulation. Recent advance in the understanding of the pathophysiology of thrombus formation and pharmacological characteristics of most used anticoagulants are discussed. Suggestions for anticoagulation regimen are given according to recent randomised clinical trials based on prosthesis type, site of implant and patients clinical characteristics. Emphasis is given for cumbersome situations such as pregnancy and major hemorrhage in which anticoagulation has to be interrupted.